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GION MATSURI FESTIVAL
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The origin and history of the Gion Festival
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In 869 (Jogan 11), during the early part of the Heian
period, when an epidemic broke out in Kyoto, 66 pikes
were erected in Shinsenen (Nakagyo Ward), a large
garden named for the number of countries at the time,
to welcome the mikoshi (portable shrine) of Yasaka
Shrine and pray for the calamity to be removed.

The Yamahoko Junko was discontinued during the
Onin War (1467 to 77), but it was revived by
townspeople in 1500 (Meio 9). Since then, each float
has been decorated with tapestries brought from
China, Persia, Belgium and other countries. Because
of the opulence of these paraphernalia, the floats are
also called "moving museums." It was also hit by fires
in the Edo period, but the festival tradition has been
preserved to this day by the power of the
townspeople. In 2009, it was registered as a UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage.
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The order of the
procession of 24
yamahoko floats is
decided by lot, except
for the 9 "kuji torazu"
floats, whose order is
decided in advance.
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A mikoshi-arai
ceremony, in which a
god prepares to ride a
mikoshi.A procession
including "welcome
lanterns" to welcome
the mikoshi is carried
out on Shijo-dori
Street.
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The Gion Festival is held over the month of July with various festivals.

Highlights and schedule
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Assembly of the body
by the hands of a
helper. By wrapping
the joint with a rope, it
protects the members
from being damaged
by shaking or creaking
during patrols.
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Prior to the Yamahoko
Junko, the freshly
assembled floats are
moved just like the real
event.
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14 ~ 16th
Tue-Thu
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On the 15th and 16th,
street stalls will be lined
up, making the city a
pedestrian paradise.
Komagata lanterns are
lit on the floats in the
evening, and Gion
Bayashi is played on
the floats with
musicians present.
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They dedicate Gion
Bayashi to pray for
clear weather and the
safety of the Gion
Festival Yamahoko
Junko (previous
festival).

24th Fri
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Starting at 9: 00, the
procession starts at
Shijo Karasuma, and
with Naginata Boko
leading the way, 23
floats parade along
Shijo-dori,
Kawaramachi-dori and
Oike-dori streets.
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When a god goes from
a shrine to an otabisho,
itis called 'Shinkosai.. In
the evening, the three
mikoshi go around the
parishioner area on
their own route, and at
night they enter the
'otabisho' in
Shijoderamachi.
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The role of Gion Bayashi is
to lure and attract evil
spirits, which are believed
to be the source of the
plague, by playing lively

music during the 00).
Yamahoko Junko parade,
and to bring them back
and contain them in a

storehouse.

18 ~ 21st
Sat-Tue
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Three portable shrines
depart from Shijo otabisho
in order. A festival is held to
transfer the spirit to the
main shrine (around 23:

20 ~ 23rd
Mon-Thu
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They remove the
ornaments from the
mikoshi and purify it on the
Shijo Ohashi Bridge. From
20:00

21 ~ 23rd
Tue-Thu
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It is very crowded after
the evening when the
Komagata lantern is lit
and the Gion Festival is
played.

31st
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From 10: 00, visitors pass
through the kaya ring
attached to the torii gate at
Eki Shrine, a sub-shrine in
the precincts of Yasaka
Shrine, and receive a
talisman. Itis the last event
to conclude the Gion

Festival.



